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‘More II'Ts on blackboard,

Team TOI

Jaitley continued the
: recent tradition of an-
nouncing new IITs, though
the five announced last July
and those promised by UPA-
IT are yet to start. The FM
said a new Indian Institute
of Technology will come
up in Karnataka fulfilling
a long-standing demand by
the state, home to some of
the world’s biggest software
companies. Higher educa-
tion may have escaped the
budgetary axe faced by
school education but the in-
crease of just over Rs 3,000
crore (Rs 26,855 crore from
revised estimate of Rs 23,700
crore) will not be enough to
power the new IITs. Five new
IIMs announced by Jaitley
in July are yet to take off. On
an average one IIT costs
Rs 1,750 crore and an ITM
nearly Rs 1,000 crore.
Experts feel, the empha-
sis should have been on im-
proving infrastructure in
existing IITs which face se-
rious problems in terms of a
facility and faculty crunch.
Also, new Indian Institutes
of Science and Education
Research in Odisha and Na-
galand will entail a big ex-
penditure, though the alloca-
tion seems too conservative
and well short of the aspira-
tion. Converting the prestig-
ious Indian School of Mines
into IIT has happened after

I :Finance minister Arun

funding not chalked out

HRD gives a ¥13,000cr shiksha shocker

qucation sector faces one of the biggest budgetary cutsin
_recent times: from a mammoth Rs 82,771 crore to Rs 68,968
crore in 2015-16. HRD ministry officials were quick to explain that
the almost 17% cut is due to transfer of some programmes like
model schools to states and also due to larger devolution to states
by the Finance Commission. But since the bulk of the cut has been
in the school sector — “Rs 42,219 crore in 2015-16 from Rs 55,115

in 2014-15 — “flagship programmes like Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan
and Mid-Day Meal, both looking at improving quality, will suffer.

a committee meant to study
the feasibility of the move
refused to do so and agreed
only if a long list of condi-
tions was met. Jharkhand
will get its first premier en-
gineering college, but the IIT
system feels a conversion
will not automatically help
since the legacy of the past

- cannot go away easily. In

announcing new institutes,
FM seems to have missed
the larger problem afflicting

higher education, namely
the pathetic condition of
state universities. In its
last leg UPA-II had come up
with an ambitious Rashtri-
ya Uchchatar Shiksha Abhi-
yan (RUSA) to bolster state
universities subject to some
conditions. Many states
have come on board, oth-
ers too have shown interest
but the new government
is less enthusiastic about
RUSA.
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Visit to 11Sc. leaves aspiring scientists spellbound

http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/bangalore/visit-to-iisc-leaves-aspiring-scientists-
spellbound/article6947414.ece

Schoolchildren on the campus of the Indian Institute of Science during its Open Day on Saturday.— Photo: V. Sreenivasa
Murthy

Young schoolchildren were left spellbound after looking at a plethora of wasps and insects exhibited by
Raghavendra Gadagkar, who used them to explain human evolution.

Hundreds of students of the Indian Institute of Science played mentors for a day to students from other
institutions and science enthusiasts on the Open Day on Saturday, which coincided with National Science Day.
Various workshops and interactive sessions were conducted on the sprawling lawns where budding scientists
familiarised themselves with new advancements and avenues in different field of science.

Tarun Sharma, an IT executive, was visibly thrilled with the opportunity to step into one of India’s premier
science institutes. He was accompanied by his 12-year-old son who, he claimed, is a “biochemistry buff”.
Savitha R., a class 10 student, was lost in admiring the heritage buildings on the campus. She said, “Coming
here has motivated me to work hard and gain admission in this institute.”

In the afternoon, there was panic when 11 girls from Kendriya Vidyalaya, Hebbal were trapped inside a lift in
the main building for more than an hour. They were rescued by Fire and Emergency Services personnel.
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March 2

NTPC CMD addresses management students at 11T Delhi

Hindustan Times (Delhi)

o DA T

Dr. Arup Roy Choudhury, CMD, National Thermal Power Corpo ration Limited (NTPC) delivered
the keynote address at the Annual Management Festival Parivartan at Department of Management
Studies IIT, Delhi.

2,000 protest at 11 T-B as research stipends yet to be hike

Hindustan Times (Mumbai)

MUMBALI: Even as Union finance minister Arun Jaitley earmarked Rs150 crore for the ‘Atal Innovation
Mission’ to spur scientific development in the country, more than 2,000 research scholars and post- graduate
students of 1IT-Bombay went on a mass leave to protest non-revision of stipends on Saturday.

The protest comes on the heels of similar move by research scholars across the country over the lack of clarity
on stipend hike by the ministry of human resource development and the department of science and technology.

“Research stipends have not been revised since 2010. This despite an assurance from the HRD minister, Smriti
Irani, five months ago, after we handed over a petition signed by more than 3,800 students demanding a hike,”
said Shubham Badjate, general secretary, academic affairs at 11T-B.

Badjate further said though promises for bettering research and development are made in every budget, there
seems to be no implementation. While every year, the institute marks February 28 as Science Day, this time,
students have unanimously refused to participate in any activity. Moreover, they have boycotted the laboratories
till March 2.

At present, PhD students with more than two years of research experience get a stipend of Rs18,000 a month for
the first and second years and Rs20,000 a month for the third and fourth years. They have demanded that these
be increased to Rs28,000 and Rs31,000 respectively.

A peaceful protest march was also organised by the students on Friday, after which they met the institute’s
director, Devang Khakhar. “I have assured the students that we will follow up the matter with the HRD
minister.”
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IIT’s prime need: 500 acres of dispute-free land

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/bengaluru/IITs-prime-need-500-acres-of-dispute-free-
land/articleshow/46423731.cms

Bengaluru: The availability of a large parcel of land could be one of the prime factors determining the location of the IIT
in Karnataka; the requirement could be in the order of 500 acres.

Citing human resource development ministry officials, higher education department officials say the decision hinges on
this issue. While huge parcels of dispute-free land may not be available in Bengaluru, there are enough sites around the
state capital.

Mysuru and Chikkaballapur are among those seeking to gain by their proximity to Bengaluru. Raichur and Hubballi-
Dharwad are advocated by those who see in IIT a chance to set right regional imbalances.

While Chikkaballapur's votaries point out that their district was the cradle of Sir M Visvesvaraya and is situated very
close to Kempegowda International Airport (KIA), those in favour of Mysuru and Dharwad cite the cities' status as
educational hubs.

A former director of a reputed institute said the government should first form an expert committee to examine how
many acres of land are required, and zero in on some ideal spots which it can recommend to the government.

During the 2014 Lok Sabha elections, both Congress and BJP candidates in different cities promised to bring the IIT to
their constituency. "We want the IIT to be set up in Dharwad, considering it's the educational hub of Karnataka and has
good connectivity," said BJP MLA Aravind Bellad, a campaign strategist for the party in Karnataka.

In 1996, an expert committee headed by eminent scientist UR Rao had recommended the lIT be set up in Hubballi-
Dharwad.

Former CM BS Yeddyurappa wanted it in Shivamogga, his home district. Former Union law minister M Veerappa Moily
argued for his constituency, Chikkaballapur, as it's located just about 25km from KIA.

Incumbent CM Siddaramaiah is said be batting for his home district Mysuru, and is even citing a suggestion from Bharat
Ratna CNR Rao to buttress his case, a source said. Higher education minister RV Deshpande had, however, batted for
Raichur, considering it was the most backward district in the state and the institute would help its growth.

MPs and MLAs from Belagavi are demanding the IIT in their district, dubbing it the centre of technical education.
Visvesvaraya Technological University (VTU) is headquartered in Belagavi since its inception in 1998.

LOOK FOR OTHER OPTIONS

IIT must be established in North Karnataka. If a big project of this kind is taken up here, it will also develop other sectors
in the region. But farmers should not be deprived of agricultural land to establish I[IT. Manipal University was established
on a barren hill. The government should look for similar places

GK Prabhu | registrar, Manipal University

Bengaluru already has many engineering colleges. If we look long-term, there's a need for reputed institutes in every
district. | would prefer lIT in a city like Mysuru

KRS Murthy | former director, [IM-B
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Faculty crunch doesn't spare national institutes: 32% at I1Ts,
22% at 1M

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/coimbatore/Faculty-crunch-doesnt-spare-national-institutes-32-at-11Ts-22-at-
[IMs/articleshow/46429347.cms

COIMBATORE: Private engineering colleges across the country are about 30% short of faculty, but premier national
institutes aren't in a better place. The average faculty shortage in lITs is 32%, while it is 31% in lITs, 22% at IIMs and 25%
in NITs.

Only six out of the 16 IITs have met the guideline of a student to faculty ratio of 10:1. All six are among the eight IITs that
were founded in 2008. lIT Hyderabad and Jodhpur are the other two, which have a student-faculty ratio of 16:1 and 17:1
respec tively. The other eight older IITs face an average faculty shortage of 41%, according to a reply to a question raised
in Lok Sabha last week.

In 2008, the Union minis try for human resource and development announced eight new IITs under the Institutes of
Technology Act (amended), 2011. In July 2014, the Centre announced five new IITs in Jammu & Kashmir, Andhra
Pradesh, Kerala, Chattisgarh and Goa. In the Union Budget presented on Saturday, one new IIT has been proposed for
Karnataka, and the Indian School of Mines, Dhanbad, has been proposed for conversion to an IIT.

"The Union government should stop announcing new IITs. With existing IITs facing acute shortage of faculty, finding
quality teachers for the new institutions will be hard," said D P Kothari, former director of lIT-Delhi. Chennai: D P Kothari,
former director of IIT-Delhi, said stringent rules for promotion and lack of incentives stop many from applying for the

positions.

"Publishing research papers, writing books, managing academia and other related activities are the standards for a good
faculty.

But, the rules for promotion in lITs and NITs are so stringent that most teachers change jobs," said Kothari.

Bhaskar Ramammurthi, director of [IT-Madras, said the expansion of established IITs in 2008-10 led to faculty shortage.

"The established IITs expanded at almost 50% of their strength. Thus, we fell short of faculty," Ramamurthi said.

"But, all [ITs have been recruiting faculty every year, and nearly 30 new faculties join each institution. If an average of 10
faculties retire, we still get 20 new teachers," he added.

He indicated that it might take another five years for all lITs to meet the student-faculty ratio guideline.

According to J P Gandhi, an educational consultant, only around 30% of the PhD students from IITs and NITs join an lIT or
an NIT as faculty.
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TOO FEW TO TEACH

question in Lok
Sabha, only six
of the 16 1ITs

in the country
have met the
guideline of a
10:1 student to
faculty ratio

"Most prefer a job in the research wing of a corporate or pursue postdoctoral studies abroad. When it comes to
academia, private deemed universities seem to offer former IIT students better pay," he said, adding that some
universities in Noida offer Rs 2.5lakh a month to former IIT professors.

At [IMs too, the lack of enough PhD holders to take up faculty positions is the reason for the shortage.

J Philip, president and director of Xavier Institute of Management and Entrepreneurship and former director of [IM-
Bangalore, said, "There is a shortage in the number of management graduates pursuing doctorates on one the hand, and

on the other, almost half of those who pursue PhD prefer a career outside the academic system."

He said, "We have been asking All India Council for Technical Education to allow the top 50 B-schools to have their own
fellow programme which will help produce nearly 500 PhD candidates every year."

1T tag brings early Holi to ISM campus

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/ranchi/lIT-tag-brings-early-Holi-to-ISM-campus/articleshow/46421429.cms

DHANBAD: The students of Indian School of Mines (ISM) were ecstatic and the entire Institute turned into a party venue
after listening to the Budget where IIT status was proposed for ISM. Techies came out of their hostel and played holi
with colours and congratulated each other a week ahead of the festival. "It is a matter of pride for us. All of us came
through a common entrance test but we were deprived of the facilities that students of IIT enjoy," said Priyansh, a
second year student of B Tech.

The students have been struggling for this status since 2002 and have always been assured. The demand gained
momentum in the year 2009 when a series of protest was started. Students left no stone unturned to get the tag of IIT.
In the last parliamentary elections, Prime Minister Narendra Modi in his election campaign in the coal city assured ISM
of the IIT status. "Modiji had already promised in his speech in Dhanbad. We are happy that he stood by his words," said
Kalpesh Agarwal.
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